
 

 

How to Choose a New Book to Read: 
 

❏ Consider your interests. 
❏ Find genres* you like. 
❏ Try another book by a favorite author. 
❏ Read the next book in the series. 
❏ Ask for a friend’s recommendation. 
❏ Read the description on the back of the book or the book jacket. 
❏ Read the first few pages.  
❏ Liked the movie? Read the book. 

 

*What is a genre? 
A genre is a category into which a book falls. Genres provide a classification system for the 
content of books. Here’s a sampling: 

 
Fiction:  
Narrative literary works created by the imagination and not necessarily based on fact

❏ Adventure Story: out-of-the-ordinary 
events that take the characters and the reader 
on a fast-paced escapade in an exotic setting  

❏ Hatchet, by Gary Paulsen 
❏ Drama: story composed in verse or prose, 

usually for theatrical performance 
❏ A Raisin in the Sun, by Lorraine 

Hansberry 
❏ Fable: tale that demonstrates a useful truth 

or a moral lesson; features animals speaking 
and acting like humans 

❏ Aesop’s Fables 
❏ Fantasy: story with strange or otherworldly 

settings or characters; writing that invites 
suspension of reality 

❏ The Lord of the Rings, by J.R.R. 
Tolkien 

❏ Gothic: dates to the late 18th century and 
early 19th centuries; characterized by dark, 
mysterious settings 

❏ Jane Eyre, by Charlotte Bronte 
❏ Historical Fiction: story with fictional 

characters and events in real-life historical 
setting 

❏ The Watsons Go to Birmingham - 
1963, by Christopher Paul Curtis 

❏ Horror: events evoke a feeling of dread, 
fright, or disgust in both the characters and 
the reader 

❏ “The Tell-Tale Heart,” by Edgar 
Allan Poe 

❏ Humor: crosses genres; humor provides 
surprise, lightens the narrative, and makes a 
story memorable 

❏ The Princess Bride, by William 
Goldman 

❏ Mystery: follows a crime and its solution, 
or the unraveling of secrets 

❏ The Girl on the Train, by Paula 
Hawkins 



 

 

 
 

❏ Mythology: explains how the world and 
humankind came to be in their present form  

❏ Greek, Roman, Native American, 
Norse, etc. 

❏ Poetry: verse and rhythmic writing with 
evocative figurative language and imagery 

❏ The Giving Tree, by Shel Silverstein 
❏ Realistic Fiction: story that could actually 

happen 
❏ This Is Where It Ends, by Marieke 

Nijkamp 
❏ Satire: blends a critical attitude with humor 

and wit to expose facets of society that need 
improvement 

❏ Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, by 
Mark Twain 

❏ Science Fiction: story based on impact of 
actual, imagined, or potential science, 
usually set in the future or on other planets 

❏ Parable of the Sower, by Octavia E. 
Butler 

❏ Short Story: crosses genres; fiction of 
limited word count; often features a self-
contained incident 

❏ “Harrison Bergeron,” by Kurt 
Vonnegut 

❏ Folklore/Tall Tale/Legend: the songs, 
stories, and proverbs of a people or “folk” as 
handed down by word or mouth 

❏ Tall tales about Paul Bunyan and 
Pecos Bill are American stories that 
“explain” the origin or Lake 
Michigan or the settlement of the 
West. 

❏ Folklore about Daniel Boone and 
Davy Crockett is based on real-life 
exploits. 

❏ The legend of Robin Hood has been 
told for centuries, but can’t be 
proven. 

 
❏ Young Adult: YA lit crosses genres and is 

read by more than the target audience of 
teens 12-18 years old 

❏ The Hunger Games series, by 
Suzanne Collins 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Nonfiction:  
Informational text dealing with actual, real-life subjects 

❏ Biography: the story of a real person’s life 
written by someone other than that person 

❏ Rosa Parks: A Life, by Douglas 
Brinkley 

❏ Autobiography: the life story of a person, 
written by that person 

❏ Rosa Parks: My Story, by Rosa 
Parks 

❏ Memoir: focuses on important events that 
occured, written from personal knowledge 
or special sources 

❏ Our Auntie Rosa: The Family of 
Rosa Parks Remembers Her Life and 
Lessons, by Sheila McCauley Keys 

❏ Essay: a short composition that reflects the 
author’s outlook 

❏ Civil Disobedience, by Henry David 
Thoreau 

❏ Narrative Nonfiction: factual information 
presented in a format that tells a story 

❏ The Immortal Life of Henrietta 
Lacks, by Rebecca Skloot 

❏ Speech: public address or discourse  
❏ I Have a Dream, by Martin Luther 

King Jr.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


